PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS GRANT

INTRODUCTION

Under the Property Improvement and Development project which is funded by the Welsh Government Targeted Regeneration Investment Programme, a grant scheme has been launched aimed specifically at building owners and occupiers located in Wrexham Town Centre area.

The aim of the grant funding is predominantly area regeneration within the Town Centre through the provision of gap funding for commercial building occupiers and owners to enhance the overall properties through intervention as required. The funding will also enable us to bring commercial floor space back beneficial business use. As such vacant, under-utilised or unsightly properties will benefit whilst increasing employment opportunities and improve the footfall and vibrancy of the area.

The grants are predominantly geared to achieve regeneration to the properties in the town centre whilst also potentially stimulating other investment and employment opportunities while also encouraging new businesses to increase and diversify the offer in the Town Centre area.  

TARGET AREA

The Town Centre funding covers areas including Henblas Street, Chester Street, Hope Street, Regent Street, Charles Street, Town Hill, Hill Street, King Street, High Street, Queens Street, College Street, Priory Street, Charles Street.

WHAT ARE THE GRANTS?

It is a programme offering discretionary grants of up to 60% for property improvement and adaptation.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Business and property owners or leaseholders with the owner’s permission.

WHAT TYPE OF WORK WOULD QUALIFY?

The proposed scope of works on the properties could potentially include the following:

External 
· Shop frontages
· Signage 
· Windows and doors
· External Lighting
· Roofs and chimneys
· Rainwater goods
· Rendering, stone cleaning and repairs, re-pointing; and
· Structural Works

Internal
· Windows and Doors
· Improved accessibility 
· Walls, ceilings, lighting
· Utilities and services, including heating
· Welfare facilities, eg essential washroom and cleansing facilities only
· Structural work.

ELIGIBILITY

Location:			Must be based within the locations identified within the target areas 					identified within the Town Centre.

Employment:	Must create or safeguard employment opportunities and must not lead to lower employment levels.

Viability:	For larger schemes over £10k, the business owner must be able to demonstrate viability through a business plan or business review.

Community benefits: 	Must be able to demonstrate that the project will benefit the local 
				community, ie job creation or safeguarding).

Funding:			40% of the required funding should come from your own 
personal resources or from other private sector finance (banks, etc). The grant scheme is run at the discretion of Wrexham County
Borough Council and will not exceed 60% of the eligible
costs – including all public sector funding.

De-minimis:			All grants are subject to the ‘de-minimis rule’ which states that the 
				maximum amount of grant available to any one company cannot 
exceed €200,000 in any three-year rolling period.

Applicants will need to clearly identify any aid they received within 
the specified timescale to ensure they do not breach the de-minimis rule.



WHAT GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE?


PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT GRANT: Maximum of 250K – Match funding required at a minimum of 40%

Once approval is given to the applicant, they will be expected to pay 100% of the costs and upon satisfactory demonstration that the works are complete and items purchased then we will reimburse 60% 

Physical Improvements to properties including the following:

External works

· Shopfronts
· Improved display windows
· Signage improvements
· Windows and doors
· External lighting 
· Roofs and chimneys
· Rainwater goods
· Rendering, stone cleaning and repairs, repointing; and
· Structural works

Eligible Works - Internal
Internal works would only be eligible for PIDG as part of a comprehensive package of external improvements to the building for a proposed change of use is required.  This should include all work, visible or structural, necessary to complete the project to Building Regulations.  This may include:

· Windows and doors 
· Improved accessibility
· Walls, ceilings, lighting
· Utilities and services, including heating
· Welfare facilities, eg essential washroom and cleansing facilities only; and 
· Structural work

HOW DO I APPLY?

In the first instance, please complete the expression of interest form and return it to the address provided at the rear of this brochure.

One of our designated offices will contact you direct and assist you in your application and help you to determine whether your proposal is eligible for assistance or not.

The contact officer will then issue you with an application form and will stay in regular contact with you throughout the process and where necessary, offer guidance and support with your application.

In broad terms your application will need to provide:
· a description of the business, information on its owners and current employment levels
· information to show that the grant is necessary to make the project proceed
· proof that the project and the business are viable
· In some cases with larger schemes, a business plan or business review with up-to-date accounts and cashflow projections where applicable
· a description of key personnel in addition to an explanation of how the project will be financed and give details of your existing and future markets
· applications will also need to include evidence of a minimum of two quotations for any intended purchases, rising to three quotes for a value exceeding £5,000 per item
· Applications will also need to include photographic evidence of works required and evidence of works undertaken 
· Photographic ID including either passport or driving licence

HOW LONG DOES THE PROCESS TAKE?

Grant panels are aimed to be held monthly. Normally, you would expect to receive a written decision from us within 20 working days.

WHEN IS THE GRANT PAID IF I WAS SUCCESSFUL?

Payment would be expected to be made within 20 working days of completion of the project.  payments will only be made where evidence is provided through Invoices.

MAXIMUM GRANT LIMITS

Applicants should be aware that a maximum grant allocation of £250,000 per company per annum applies to this scheme.

COVID – 19 MITIGATION

As part of your application you need to evidence you have considered the following:

What short-term mitigation of risks and protection of employees do you have in place during Covid-19, eg furloughing of staff, alternative service operation (deliveries for example)?

Have you been able to access Covid-19-related funding, eg business grants, small business rates relief, any other funding?

Longer-term mitigation of risks and protection of employees - HSE requirements such as social distancing, sustainability.

Is there anything you will need to put in place due to the current situation that this grant could help with? 


All successful projects must have been completed no later than 31ST March 2021

	PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT & DEVELOPMENT GRANT FUNDING
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

	1.  Name of Applicant

	

	2.  Address
	Project Address (if different)

	






	



	Ward:
	Ward:

	3.  Company contact

	Name:
	Email:

	Tel No:
	Fax No:

	4.  Number of current employees including Directors (if applicable)
	

	5.  When was the business established? (Date)
	

	6.  Is the business part of a larger group?  (If ‘YES’ please give details)

	



	








	9.  Details of the proposed project and capital investment.

	Proposed start date and brief outline of the project














	Grant Funding required
	£,000

	Match Funding 
	£,000

	· 
	

	10. Please detail any public funding received within the last 3 years. (de-minimis rule)

	Fund name
	Amount
	Date Received 

	11. Are you seeking any other public sector assistance for this project?

	Yes
	No

	Type of assistance



	Amount





	From (e.g. Welsh Assembly; Other please specify)

	12. Why is the grant necessary to enable the investment to go ahead?

	





	13. Have you made any financial commitment to the project? 
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, what commitment has been made to date?




	14. Please state which property if not this one you would like your legal Charge to be placed?  (Please note your proof of title for this property must be registered at HM Land Registry)


	

	Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Name in Block Capitals please:
	
	Position:
	



This registration of interest should be returned to:
Leanne Taylor
Wrexham Council
Email: leanne.taylor@wrexham.gov.uk
Telephone: 01978 315 416
